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During an official ceremony in Managua attended by Organization of American States (OAS)
Secretary General Joao Baena Soares, a special Tripartite Commission delivered its preliminary
report on investigations into political violence and human rights abuses in Nicaragua. The
Commission, created by presidential decree in October 1992, includes representatives of the OAS,
the government, and the Catholic Church, and is directed by deputy foreign minister Jose Pallais.
The Commission's primary mandate is to contribute to ending political violence in the post-war
period by clearly and impartially determining where responsibility for such violence lies. The report
contains information on 123 crimes committed during the last three years and submitted to the
Commission, although so far, investigations have only begun on 56 cases. According to Pallais, the
preliminary report attributes responsibility to 26 individuals for the killing of 50 demobilized former
contras from the Nicaraguan Resistance (Resistencia Nicaraguense, RN). Of the 26 suspects, 11 are
members of the police who suspended from their posts pending conclusion of the investigations.
Another three police agents and nine army soldiers are already being tried in court in connection
with the killings (for previous coverage of the Commission's work see CAU 04/09/93.) At the
ceremony attended by the Commission members, President Chamorro, and Cardinal Miguel
Obando y Bravo Baena Soares praised the Commission for its efforts to eradicate political violence,
bolster the judicial system, and combat impunity, all of which strengthen the process of national
reconciliation in Nicaragua. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 04/26/93; Agence France-Presse, 04/27/93)
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